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The meeting began on 7 October, at 17:05 by opening remarks of Mr Igor ŠOLTES, Second 

Vice-chairman of the European Parliament's Delegation to the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and 

Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC). 

 

Mr ŠOLTES welcomed members of the delegation of the Serbian Parliament led by the SAPC 

Co-chairman Mr Vladimir ORLIĆ, as well as other distinguished guests: Mr Jean-Eric 

PAQUET, Director for the Western Balkans, DG for European Neighbourhood and 

Enlargement Negotiations, on behalf of the European Commission, Ms Ksenija 

MILENKOVIĆ, acting Director of the European Integration Office, on behalf of the 

Government of Serbia and Mr Nicolas SCHMIT, Luxembourg's Minister of Labour, 

Employment and the Social and Solidarity Economy, on behalf of the Presidency-in-Office of 

the Council of the EU. 

 

In his opening speech, Mr ŠOLTES welcomed progress in dialogue between Belgrade and 

Pristina and commended willingness of Serbia to compromise. With regard to coping with the 

refugee crisis, Mr ŠOLTES expressed the readiness of the European Parliament to include 

Serbia in any systematic approach to this phenomenon. On the other hand, Mr ŠOLTES 

underlined the concerns about freedom of the press in Serbia emphasising the importance of 

right of media to scrutinize freely the actions of the government. 

 

Co-Chairman ORLIĆ, following his words of welcome, referred to the decision on opening  

negotiations as a very significant indicator of improvement of the EU-Serbia relations and 

stated that the time is ripe to open first negotiation chapters before the end of the year and 

called on the European Parliament to provide further support to Serbia in this regard. 

 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted as in the draft document, with the proposed change leaving the fifth 

item concerning the Dialogue as the last item before adoption of recommendations. 
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2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 3rd EU-Serbia SAPC meeting 

The draft minutes were adopted without amendments, as in the draft document. 

 

3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Serbia relations in the presence of 

the representatives of the Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the EU, the 

European Commission, and the Serbian Government 

Minister Nicolas SCHMIT, on behalf of the Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the EU, 

expressed full support of the Luxembourgish Presidency to Serbia’s EU aspiration. He 

pointed out that Chapter 32 (Financial Control) is technically ready to be opened and that 

positive developments between Belgrade and Pristina will help to open Chapter 35 

(Dialogue). Mr SCHMIT further stated that the democratic process in Serbia would benefit 

from having two Chapters, namely 23 and 24, opened quickly, once the conditions are met. 

Mr Jean-Eric PAQUET, on behalf of the European Commission, commended the Serbian 

Government’s well-prepared action plans on Chapters 23 and 24 and stressed the importance 

of due implementation of the action plans. Praising very good progress in Serbian economy, 

he said that this progress should encourage the Serbian Government to continue with 

structural reforms including public administration reform. Mr PAQUET noted that further 

sustained efforts are needed in the area of freedom of expression and protection of minority 

rights. Ms Ksenija MILENKOVIĆ, on behalf of the Government of Serbia, recalled that the 

screening process has been completed and that Chapters 35 and 32 are fully ready to be 

opened. She pointed to Serbia’s key role in refugee crisis and called on the European 

Commission to make additional resources available to Serbia. Ms MILENKOVIĆ expressed 

her expectation that the progress report will mirror Serbia's progress which should lead to the 

opening of the first chapters. Almost all members who took the floor commended the efforts 

of the Serbian Government on the path to EU and said that the time has come to open first 

chapters while some members voiced their concerns as regards media freedom in Serbia.  

 

The following members took part in the discussion: Mr David McALLISTER (MEP), Mr 

Dragan SORMAZ (Serbian MP), Mr Franc BOGOVIČ (MEP), Ms Vesna MARJANOVIĆ 

(Serbian MP), Mr Gunnar HÖKMARK (MEP) and Mr Ljubisa STOJMIROVIĆ (Serbian 

MP). 

 

4. Refugee crisis facing EU and Serbia 

All MEPs taking part in this discussion commended Serbia's humanitarian response to the 

crisis and steps taken by Serbian authorities to provide the best possible service to thousands 

of refugees on its soil. Members welcomed the EU’s decision to increase financial aid to 

Serbia with the aim of assisting the country in coping with the immense refugee pressure. 

They also encouraged the member states to act in a more coordinated manner and to come 

with comprehensive solutions with full involvement of enlargement countries which were 

affected by the migration flow. The members underlined the importance of finding a common 

solution to that and any future problems.  

 

The following members took part in the discussion: Mr Ivo VAJGL (MEP), Mr Zoran BABIĆ 

(Serbian MP), Mr Franc BOGOVIČ (MEP), Mr Paul TANG (EP's 1st vice chair), Mr David 

McALLISTER (MEP) and Ms Tanja FAJON (MEP).  

Ms Ksenija MILENKOVIĆ (Director of the European Integration Office) also took the floor 

and exchanged views with Mr David McALLISTER (MEP) on Serbian asylum seekers in 
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Germany. 

 

5. Situation in employment including reforms of the labour law 

and reductions in the public sector 

 

Serbian MPs taking the floor in this part of the session gave an overview of the economic 

reforms which have been carried out since 2012 with regular consultations with the Social and 

Economic Council of Serbia. In this context, they pointed to better budgetary situation of the 

country thanks to reducing the number of public administration employees and improvement 

in business climate. They also highlighted the necessity of taking long term measures to finish 

the privatisation process. MEPs taking the floor shared concerns over the youth 

unemployment and lack of social dialogue in reform process. It was mentioned that 

privatisation and restructuring should be done with being mindful of the negative employment 

effects.  

 

The following members took part in the discussion: Ms Lucy ANDERSON (MEP), Ms 

Aleksandra TOMIĆ (Serbian MP) and Mr Milorad MIJATOVIĆ (Serbian MP). 

 

The first session finished on 7 October, at 19.35. 

 

 

The second day of the meeting started on 8 October, at 09.12, with Co-chairman Mr Vladimir 

ORLIĆ in the chair. 

 

6. Protection of human rights and liberties, including freedom of media 

 

The rapporteurs on this issue addressed the meeting were Ms Dijana VUKOMANOVIĆ 

(Serbian MP), Mr Andor DELI (MEP) and Ms Vesna MARJANOVIĆ (Serbian MP). The 

protection of minority rights, the freedom of speech and the media freedom were the main 

issues discussed in this part of the session. All rapporteurs stated that Serbia has a well- 

developed legal framework in these areas. However, some of them, with reference to Serbia's 

fall in media freedom indexes, noted that effective implementation of the legislation was also 

of crucial importance. The rapporteurs commended the Serbian government for its first steps 

to withdraw from media ownership and for a privatisation of media. MEPs drew attention to 

the Action Plan which provides a very good guideline to improve minority rights and called 

on Serbian government to make necessary amendments to the Law on National Minorities in 

line with the Action Plan. The members taking part in the discussion also pointed out the fact 

that the proper implementation of the legislation should be ensured. 

The following members took part in the discussion: Mr Ivo VAJGL (MEP) and Mr Zoran 

BABIĆ (Serbian MP). 

 

7. Dialogue on normalisation of relations between Belgrade and Pristina 

Ms Vesna MARKOVIĆ (Serbian MP) and Ms Dijana VUKOMANOVIĆ (Serbian MP) 

addressed the meeting in this part of the session. Ms MARKOVIĆ touched upon four pillars 

of the Brussels Agreement, signed on 25 August 2015 as a result of EU-facilitated dialogue, 

which are energy, telecommunication, establishment of the Association/Community of Serb 

majority municipalities, and freedom of movement. As regards the Association/Community of 

Serb majority municipalities, she noted that Belgrade is waiting for Pristina to duly implement 

the related provisions of the Agreement with no delay. Reminding that Serbia is completely 
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dedicated to the regional stability, she stressed that the opening of Chapter 35 by the end of 

2015 will contribute to the normalisation process. Ms VUKOMANOVIĆ also highlighted the 

importance of due implementation of the Agreement in the field. She mentioned an informal 

parliamentary network, which was established with a mutual initiative of woman 

parliamentarians from Belgrade and Pristina, and its efforts to enhance the dialogue on 

normalisation of relations. She called on the EU to support this initiative to make their voices 

heard by larger number of citizens.  

 

8. Adoption of recommendations  

 

Following a discussion on amendments, Co-Chair ORLIĆ gave a brief summary of all agreed 

paragraphs according to the consolidated version and a compromise text was adopted. 

 

9. Any other business 

There was no other business. 

 

10. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

The next SAPC meeting will take place on 31 March and 1 April, 2016 in Belgrade. 

 

 

The meeting ended on 8 October, at 11.57. 

 

 

*** 
 

 


